
April 20, 2004

William Taylor
DOE Fernald
PO Box 538705
Cincinnati, OH  45253-8705

Dear Mr. Taylor:

At the April 5 meeting of the FCAB’s Stewardship Committee, community members
raised questions regarding the final disposition of Native American artifacts and the
status of trail construction at the Fernald site.  Please provide us with answers to
the questions listed below prior to the May 11 FCAB meeting.  This information will
help the community to plan effectively for the future of the Fernald site.

The community has long taken an interest in the connection of the site to Native
American culture and has included this topic among its educational goals for the
site’s future.  The recent departure of Joe Schomaker from the Fluor Fernald staff
has raised some questions in the minds of FCAB members regarding management
of the extensive Native American artifacts collected during archaeological surveys of
the site:

•  What regulations govern the possession and disposition of these artifacts?

•  Has DOE determined a final location for the disposition of these artifacts?

•  When will these artifacts be moved to another location?  If they must be
moved prior to final disposition, has DOE secured an appropriate storage
facility for them?

•  Is it possible for some artifacts to remain in the community long-term, for
use in educational displays and programs?  If so, what are the
requirements and processes to facilitate this?

In addition, a cornerstone of the community’s vision for the future use of Fernald has
been the construction of public walking trails in the restored areas of the site.  In the
Comprehensive Stewardship Plan, submitted by the site to DOE Headquarters in
January 2003, DOE deferred funding and authority for the construction of trails to
the settlement of the Natural Resources Damage lawsuit.  In the past, however,
DOE Fernald and Fluor Fernald representatives have told the FCAB that it would be
advantageous to grade for trails during the ecological restoration process.  DOE has
continued to move forward with ecological restoration of certified areas of the site,
and due to the rapidity with which remediation projects are being completed, several
concerns have arisen:

•  Are trails being constructed as part of the ecological restoration projects
being conducted at the site?  If not, is the grading of completed
remediation project areas taking potential trail locations and construction
into consideration? 
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•  If trails have not yet been considered as part of restoration activities, what areas of the site could still
be considered for trail construction if planning started now?  What areas of the site can no longer be
considered for trails because site activity is too far along?

•  Is there a measurable cost difference incurred by considering and planning for trails during the final
grading of completed remediation areas?  Have cost estimates for the creation of trails after site
closure been conducted and if so, what are those figures?  

We appreciate your attention to these issues.  Our next FCAB meeting is May 11th, and the community looks
forward to your responses at that time.  Please feel free to contact us if you would like clarification on any of
our questions.

Sincerely,

Jim Bierer Lisa Crawford
Chair Vice-Chair

cc:
Jamie Jameson
Sandra Waisley
Bob Warther
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